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straggle is of the utmost value, puts the under-
lying principle excellently, and enables us
clearly to realise the position of the omrahs
who were forced by circumstances to choose
between ruin and perfidy. " A few there were,"
he says, " who espoused no party; but with this
small exception every oinrah declared in favour
of Aureng-Zebe, It may, however, diminish our
censure of this ungrateful conduct, if we call to
mind that the omrahs of Hindustan cannot be
proprietors of land, or enjoy an independent
revenue, like the nobility of France, or of other
Christian states. Their income, as I said before,
consists exclusively of pensions which the king
grants or takes away, according to his own will
and pleasure. When deprived of this pension,
they sink at once into utter insignificance, and
find it impossible even to borrow the smallest

sum.5'*

The fatal land system, which was respon-
sible for most of the evils which afflicted the

empire of the Moguls, has already been men-
tioned  in  a  previous  chapter,   but  Bernier

throws so much additional light on its prin-
ciple and working that a further reference to it
may perhaps not be out of place. The one grand |
principle, in Bender's words, was that " the I
land throughout the whole empire is considered;
the property of the sovereign." Hence there (
were no " titles derived from domains and seig-

* Bernierj vol. is p. 77. See Appendix I.
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